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The term “compatible material” comes up quite 
often when buying fence and gate hardware. 
Knowing proper compatibility for your gate hard-
ware can mean the difference between replac-
ing it in 1 year or in 20, but what does that really 
mean? 

It means the material the hardware is compatible 
mounting to. Fittings, like hinges, brackets, and 
latches require (and often come with) screws or 
bolts that are designed for a specific material. 
Common fence and gate post materials include 
aluminum and steel, usually combined under the 
term “metal”, vinyl, and wood.

What makes something compatible 
with a specific material?

What makes something compatible with a 
specific material is how well it works with that 
material’s strength, flexibility, and ability to hold 
fasteners. The hardware or component must not 
overload, damage, or loosen within the material it 
is attached to, and it should also resist corrosion 
or wear when in contact with it. True compatibility 
means the materials perform well together over 
time, not just that they fit initially.

For example, hinges mounted on a wood fence 
can hold more weight because the wood fibers 
mold to the screws, allowing for greater friction. 
A vinyl fence is more flexible and does not grip 
fasteners as well, so it often requires 
lighter-duty hardware or internal reinforcement to 
prevent sagging or cracking. A steel fence pairs 
best with steel or galvanized hardware, since it 
can handle high loads and matching materials 
help prevent corrosion and long-term wear.

Another factor in compatibility is structural 
integrity. For example, hinges have a load rating 
for the gate weight, however, you also have to 
consider the weigth capacity of the material they 
are mounted on. A hinge rated for 800lbs creates 
greater wear on a vinyl fence than a steel fence.
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